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From Haneda Airport
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From JR Tokyo Station using the Ueno Tokyo line

— 46 % > ¢ 46 minutes
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From JR Shinagawa Station using the Ueno Tokyo line

— # 54 > ¢ 54 minutes
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From JR Shinjuku Station using the Shonan Shinjuku line

— #9459 > ¢ 45minutes

JRKERELY

From JR Omiya Station

— #1349 > ¢ 13 minutes
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T363-8501
BERMITR-—TEH3IHE28S
TEL : 048-786-3211

Industry and Tourism Section,
Okegawa City

1-3-28 Izumi,
Okegawa City,
Saitama Prefecture,
363-8501

Phone: 048-786-3211

https://ww;v.city.okegawa.lg.jp/okekoi/
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T363-0016
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TEL : 048-776-8590

Okegawa Tourist Association

Nakasendo Shukuba-kan
2nd Floor, 1-11-19 Kotobuki,
Okegawa City,

Saitama Prefecture,
363-0016

Phone: 048-776-8590

EXPERIENCESTO @
ENJOY #mzzLy §B§

EAZRTA!N
I, B LARo o
DRITHDHY ., RITHD D

NERIRITETRUOIL> T AAMK4

EVILBRBRTEEY, IHIC, BER

ICBEL Y —F v bTUE. NM7EFT

DFTVWRE—-FEEHORTHRT S

N TEET MTIEHEBRTELRL

FERRIC BITHRIZENTEET,

(53]
2 iy sy Ll
BHIERORY FICE-> TMEIRIT
BWoOREEZHROTLIE, DH—HIC
KREICBRBENTWKERICBYET,
IR RAITH R M D RITH A HRAT
KEIMITHOEVERRETI0OHEL
WwWTd,

[ A-2 )

BWNRFE—=YZF
HBL-2AGETHERT 2HE L
P ESHEHLTOB Y%y METT,
RAEUL RESF
REROHLMERO—DTT, E
BEXLH ORIRIEL RS E 0

BEAXLMAFERIBERKHEIE VS
FTT,

Wonders in the Sky!

An airfield for pilots-in-training is located in
Okegawa. Visitors can take off from the
airfield in small aircraft to enjoy skydiving
and can also experience the thrill of
watching motorcycles race at incredible
speeds on a circuit track next to the
runway. With attractions such as these,
Okegawa offers extraordinary experiences
not to be found anywhere else.

Honda Airport

Watching takeoffs and landings from bench
seating in front of the control tower offers
the sensation of being set free into the
open skies, together with the small planes.
Visitors will enjoy spotting variations
among the training planes and those flying
in from other airfields as well.

Okegawa Sports Land

This circuit has produced many popular

motorcycle riders active in races worldwide.

Toei-zan Senpuku-ji Temple

One of the key temples of the Tendai sect,
Senpuku-ji has a long historical lineage.
Precious cultural assets are preserved
here, including the statue of a seated Amida
Nyorai (the Buddha of Limitless Light),
designated a National Important Cultural
Property.
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A rich assortment
of Festivals!

Okegawa in early summer offers views of
safflowers in full bloom. The town
becomes very festive with the Okegawa
Gion Matsuri festival in summertime and
the Shimin Matsuri festival in autumn.
Here we will introduce a few unique
festivals and events held each year in
Okegawa.

BINICfEE DY Okegawa Benibana
[ fa~ 4] Matsuri

(Okegawa Safflower Festival)
[ Mid-June to late June ]

bETAT—V4~

7 F%*‘HEU? wHERY time when safflowers are in
RER, KLTE B BR7A full bloom, the festival hosts
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Scheduled to coincide with the

their hand at various
activities, including
safflowerpicking and dyeing.
Related events are held
throughout the town as well.

Okegawa Gion Matsuri
160 ]  (Okegawa Gion Festival)
[July 15-16]

7T X A S B
PLBEARYE L. portable mikoshi shrines and
FILENBEICEE  gashfestival floats appearing

n2ED @Y, e from all over the region, this
N cAdEES festival is a feature of Okegawa
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With its colorful assortment of

summertime, evocative of the

HEIFBAWBRTT.  dayswhen the Nakasendo

Route was charged with
excitement. All the mikoshi
being carried together create
a scene with incredible impact.

ITHEREDY Okegawa Shimin Matsuri
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(Okegawa Citizens' Festival)
[ November 3]

Here visitors can watch the

E2XMED. BER  Princess Kazunomiya
DOFENIRICEANT  Procession with its
3IFETHI B8R reenactment of Imperial

Princess Kazunomiya's

L7z T2xfM=E{T5] marriage into the shogunate
#RBZEHNTEXT, Tokugawa family in the Edo
ZOfplcth L@ % Period, an episode known as
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Edo Geko. A variety of other
events focused on the
Nakasendo Route are also
held concurrently.
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&

Safflowers” is Back!
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In the Edo Period, Okegawa flourished as a
location producing safflowers, which were
used to make valuable dyes. As chemical
dyes came into widespread use in the
modern era, the safflowers of Okegawa
faded from view. Today, safflower
cultivation has made a comeback in
Okegawa. The Benibana Matsuri
(Safflower Festival) is held each June, and
the safflower serves as the symbol for
ongoing community planning efforts.

Benibana Tsumitori-en
(safflower-picking field)

From mid-June through late June, visitors
can try their hand at picking safflowers in
fields planted in the Mitahara district in
Kawataya.

Okegawa City Museum of
History and Folklore

The museum features a collection of
materials on the history of safflowers, which
were used in making dyes, lipstick and
more. Exhibits include safflower-dyed cloth
items and more.

Kojima Nouen
Kobo Makiko Workshop

Visitors can try dyeing items like
handkerchiefs and scarves with safflowers.
The artist, Makiko Kojima, uses
plant-derived dyes, and she provides an
introduction to the basics of the process.
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Amazing udon!

Udon has a long history of being made by
hand in Okegawa homes. While some
well-known shops make and serve a form
of udon known for the thickness and
firmness of its noodles and popular for
their robust character, other charming
establishments offer a kind of udon
characterized by suppleness, firmness of
bite and fragrant wheat-based depth of
flavor. What they all share in common is
the delicious taste. Take time to discover
your own favorite udon shop during your
stay in Okegawa.

Amazing cafés!

Okegawa features a nice array of café
destinations. They are recommended for
lunch breaks or light refreshments while
enjoying walks through the town. Each of
the cafés has its own charm that makes it
popular. They are often bustling with
local residents and visitors from
neighboring towns.
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Let's have a tea break in Okegawa !
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Interesting Facility

In the industrial park area and around the
Moto-arakawa River Basin, a range of
different factories and other facilities can
be found scattered throughout Okegawa,
along the Ken-o Expressway that crosses
through the city. Some facilities offer
visitors a chance to tour their operations.

Sakamaki Soy Sauce Shop

An artisanal soy sauce maker using an
all-natural brewing technique. Inside the
building, with its modern-looking exterior,
are rows of cedar casks that have been
used for close to a century.

Motoarakawa Wastewater
Treatment Plant

Here the drainage water generated in daily
life and factories is collected and purified
with the help of microorganisms for safe
discharge into the Moto-arakawa River.
Tours of this plant offer visitors a chance to
explore the inside of the facility. The wall art
painted by high-school students is a
must-see.
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[SREZEFH| D Sakaeya Kashiho's
EATE salty daifuku

[H13YX] D Ohariya's
~NicfET v safflower jam

[HE)1l] D Okikawa's sweet
~N(ZTEDHF  potato with safflower
“Benibana-no-sato”

[S—brAKE] O Fuchan Hompo's
NTEKE safflower daifuku
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Local Specialties &
Treats Collection!

A full assortment of culinary delights is
made in Okegawa using local ingredients,
including confections made with
safflowers.

[Harakoen]® Harakoen's
N=—IL bagels

Bz [HYa—k] @ Café Salyut's

ros* piroshki

Try making udon and
soba noodles by hand!

Visitors to Okegawa are offered the
chance to make udon and soba noodles
themselves by hand. Start out with
mixing the flour, kneading and cutting the
noodles, and then enjoy tasting the udon
or soba you have made yourself.

Benibana Furusato-kan

In the main building, remodeled from an
historic Meiji-era house, this restaurant
serves handmade udon made with locally
produced ingredients such as wheat and soy
sauce, along with other regional cuisines.

The building also includes a studio offering
experiential courses in safflower-dyeing, udon
and soba making, woodworking and more.

Amazing School-Run
Aquarium!

The Saitama Prefectural Okegawa Nishi
High School has a freshwater fish
aquarium visited by over 2,000 people
annually. It is run by Science Club students
in the high school. Admission is free.

Heartful Okenishi Aquarium

Initiated in 2003, this aquarium is rare in
being one of just two in Japan that is
located on a high school premises open to
the public. Another of the school's rooms
houses a handcrafted planetarium that
can be toured as well.
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Oke-chan character goods are lovely, too!

[~ Benibana
SBILE D Furusato-kan's

xtra-long
o ~ 7-~L €
BB alind: /nari sushi roll

[ENEEEID  Shimamura Tofu's
smim s deep-fried tofu

@) THERNHE] d  Okegawa Tourist

Fhbe il BA  Association’s
Stuffed Oke-chan

£
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Sakamaki Soy
Sauce's
double-brewed Kanro
soy sauce

@
[#A®D|D  Okano's
4IfEHRFTF safflower castella cake

[72h¥B] @ Nakazato's
WiELSH A safflower yokan

[RIZ2Z] D Benikko's
RIZfEEALwS safflower manju
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Fun along the
Nakasendo Route!

Okegawa, with its flourishing trade in
safflowers and wheat, was the sixth post
station town from Edo (now Tokyo) along
the Nakasendo, one of the “Edo Five
Routes” that connected Nihonbashi in Edo
with Kyoto. They are easily accessible on
foot from the JR Okegawa Station. It has
historic landmarks scattered along it that
still offer a glimpse of the original form it
had in the old days.

Nakasendo Shukuba-kan

(Okegawa Tourist Association)

This historical center introduces highlights
associated with the Okegawa post station
along the Nakasendo Route. Maps and
photos in the center provide information to
make walks through the town more
interesting, and visitors are also offered
the chance to experience making their own
ukiyo-e woodblock postcards of the
Okegawa post station free of charge.

Jonen-ji Temple

The Jonen-ji temple, featuring a
vermillion-painted temple gate with a bell
tower above and a pair of Nio guardian
statues below, is said to be the Okegawa
post station's oldest structure.
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Kobayashi House
(Nationally Registered
Tangible Cultural Property)

This location features a
gallery and café with a
nostalgic atmosphere. It was
built as an inn toward the end
of the Edo Period.

Takemura Inn
(Nationally Registered
Tangible Cultural Property)

This inn, still in operation,
preserves a feel of historic
Edo-Period inns.

Shimamura House
Storehouse

(Nationally Registered
Tangible Cultural Property)

An historic earthen-walled
storehouse used by the Shimamura
family, who were wholesale dealers
of grain under the trade name
“Kishima-ya.”

Yabe House

(Municipally Registered
Tangible Cultural Property)

This historic merchant’s house
consists of two parts: a storefront
section called the mise-gura ( “shop
storehouse” ) facing the street and
a residential section called the
bunko-gura ( “document
storehouse” ).

The Remains of

Honjin in Okegawa-juku
(Prefecturally Registered
Tangible Cultural Property)

Honjin inns were built as lodging for

important guests like nobility or
daimyo feudal lords in the Edo
Period. Visitors will not be able to

enter the grounds as the property is

located on private property and is
generally not open to the public.

Okegawa Inari-jinja Shrine

At this shrine there remains a
chikara-ishi “strength stone” said
to have been lifted by Sannomiya
Unosuke, known as the strongest
man in all of Edo (now Tokyo) in
the Edo Period.




